VILLAGE OF NORTH PEKIN

318 NORTH MAIN ST.

NORTH PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 61554

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2009

A scheduled meeting of the North Pekin Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by Mike Johnson at 7:00 PM Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at the North Pekin Village Hall. There was an agenda for this meeting. 

Present: Don Hicks, Mike Johnson, Shawn Landrith, Dick Moon, and Sharon Rast.

Absent: Doug Goertzen, and Dan Stevens.

A quorum was present.

Also present: Village President Steve Flowers, Residents - Barbara Kaiser, Shirley Garrison, and Ken Simmons

Don Hicks made a motion, second by Sharon Rast, to name Dick Moon the Recording Secretary for the meetings of this Commission. Unanimously approved. This appointment was made to avoid possible confusion in the future.

Minutes of the July 14, 2009 meeting of this Commission were approved with the addition of Mike Johnson’s name to the approval list at the bottom of the page.

Mike Johnson read Dan Steven’s letter of resignation from this Commission. Later in the meeting the Commission unanimously voted to have President Flowers appoint Ken Simmons to the Commission, and hope to have his appointment accepted by the Village Board before the next meeting of the Commission.

REPORT FROM VILLAGE ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:

The following permits have been issued since the last meeting:

#1248: Robert Cox, 7 Tosha Ct., utility shed.

#1249: Mark Hickman, 101 Elm, detached garage.

REPORT FROM VILLAGE BOARD:

None

OLD BUSINESS:

Determining property zone designations for North Pekin tax parcels. Commission members discussed this issue, with some input from others attending, but tabled it until the September meeting of this Commission, where it is hoped a detailed course of action can be arrived at. President Flowers stressed that providing an accurate Zoning Map for the Village is a very high priority and urged this Commission to complete the task as soon as possible.

Possible change(s) to Title 8, Chapter 9; Billboards and Signs. After some discussion on this matter, Mike Johnson handed out a document outlining possible changes to this ordinance. The document was prepared by Dick Moon, and contained his ideas about possible changes. Those possible changes were briefly reviewed and seemed to be acceptable to Commission members. President Flowers noted that the Village Board was aware of problems with this ordinance as currently written and requested a copy of the proposal before this Commission. He will present our proposal at a future meeting of the Board.

Sharon Rast inquired whether the Village has sent notices to current Special Use Permit holders outlining the changes to the ordinance now in force. Rast, by her count, believes there are currently eleven (11) holders of such permits that should be notified. Mike Johnson will follow up on this. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Shawn Landrith asked if a decision has been made about whether Village ordinances prohibit residence in B1 designated zones. President Flowers replied that this is a complex issue and that the Village Board is taking up the B1/B2 issue. Flowers stated he would not like to see hasty, ill-advised action taken on this matter. 

Mike Johnson reported that he has received a note from someone who reportedly has purchased approximately ninety (90) acres of land in the Village from the railroad company. The note wondered about the possibility of building on that property. It was noted that most or all of the land in question is in a flood plain, which will complicate any building plans. No further contact has been made, according to Johnson.

Mike also had an unsigned note asking about the procedure followed to correct violations of Village ordinances. Brief discussion. President Flowers stated the official procedure is to notify the offending party. If that does not correct the problem, then legal action is taken. Mike noted that he knows of one builder who is currently in violation of a building permit and will be required to obtain a renewal permit with a significantly higher fee than the original.

A review of Commission members’ booklets with Title 10 indicated they are out of date in some areas. Mike distributed correct copies of pages known to be out-of-date, asking Commission members to update their binders.

Due to a conflict for some Commission members on the next normally scheduled meeting date, the next meeting of this Commission will be Tuesday, September 1, 2009.

A motion was made, seconded, and approved, to adjourn at 8:16 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Moon, Secretary
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